FIELD STUDY ASSIGNMENT is STARTING

*PARENTS PLEASE READ*


The best way to learn how our environment works is to observe one spot of our world and notice its uniqueness, its beauty, and its changes over a period of time.  The field study is designed to help you to gain an understanding and appreciation of the intricate interdependence of our environment.  The field study coincides with the classroom studies of the same concepts.  Out intention is that you will gain greater understanding when you can apply the information you are learning. 


The keys to doing a successful project are:

· find a project and a place that is interesting to you and one that you want to spend time with

· be willing to make commitments and keep them

· keep up with weekly assignments, don’t procrastinate – NO LATE WORK ACCEPTED

· gather accurate data – RECORD AS MANY CHANGES AND OBSERVATIONS AS POSSIBLE

· ask yourself why you are seeing the changes and look for the answers

The area you pick must be carefully observed, and data recorded at weekly intervals over the entire time period.  The starting date is April 21th, the day the Site Introduction is due.  The final project is due on June 5th

The weekly reports: Each Monday and Friday, you will turn in different parts of your Weekly Report. (Keep one copy for your use at home.)  This will be in THREE parts as follows: (each part must be typed, except for the notes)
· Part I = Focus Questions and Notes (due on Friday)

· Part II = Lab for the Week (due on Monday)

· Part III = Photo Journal (due every other Monday)


The final project:  The final project includes your written work.  The written work must be typed and contained in a binder.  The binder must be divided into 5 sections.


Section I:  My Field Study - This section contains your original Site Introduction  (a title page, a discussion of your objective, your predictions and maps of the area, original pictures of the areas, descriptions of all plants and animals in your area, and parent verification). 


Section II:  Data - This section will include your focus questions and notes that you turned in each week.  It will also include your data tables and photojournal.

Section III:  Labs - This section will include all the labs you did over the 8 weeks.


Section IV:  Analysis - This section should be two to three pages in length.  This will connect what changes you observed in the environment to the variables that seem to have the greatest influence.  You will need to have references to your data to substantiate the things you are concluding.  


Section V:  Conclusion and Opinion - Relate your findings to your original objective and goals.


Parent Questions?  If you have any question about the Field Study please call us at 898-2121.

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

I have read the information about the field study and have discussed this sheet with my child.  

Parent signature______________________________________________

Student signature_____________________________________________

